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[The LADB has reproduction authorization from Pacific News Service. The article below by Joel
Simon was distributed by PNS on 08/06-10/90.] For the last three months everyone in Mexico
City seemed to know the whereabouts of Dr. Martinez Soriano except the police. But on June 28,
as he was preparing to address the press and his supporters in a public plaza, 40 Federal Police
wrestled the 65-year-old pediatrician and former university rector to the ground and hauled him
away. Martinez Soriano has been accused by police officials of being the leader of PROCUP the
Clandestine Workers Party and of masterminding the April 2 murder of two guards from the
Mexico City daily, La Jornada. The capture of Mexico's most wanted criminal, however, presents a
challenge for the administration of Mexican President Carlos Salinas de Gortari. Salinas' opponents
have accused him of inventing the guerrilla movement in order to justify a recent crackdown
on the left. Federal prosecutors have countered that PROCUP while marginally political has 200
armed combatants and poses a significant threat to public safety. The continuing allegations and
counter allegations between Salinas' party, the PRI (Institutional Revolutionary Party) and the
leftist opposition indicate that one of the fundamental formulae that has held the government
together is beginning to disintegrate. Historically, the PRI has responded to political challenges by
alternately coopting and repressing opponents. In the past, many of the PRI's most strident critics
have been offered jobs in the government. But with the emergence of the Democratic Party of the
Revolution (PRD) after the 1988 presidential election, the PRI has been confronted with a major
leftist opposition for the first time in its 50-year history. "Cooptation of the left is no longer an option
for the PRI," says Isabel Molina, coordinator of the PRD's human rights commission. "As the PRI
loses its control of the left," Molina adds, "we are worried that they will use events like the murder
of the Jornada guards to justify a far reaching crackdown. The left no longer trusts the government."
Dr. Martinez Soriano, for his part, denies any involvement with the armed opposition. "I'm not a
guerrilla," he declared several months earlier in an interview with the Mexican news magazine,
Proceso. "This has been a propaganda campaign against me (because) I have dedicated myself to
defending human rights and the Constitution." Government prosecutors allege that the National
Popular Democratic Front (FDNP), a radical (but legal) political group run by Martinez Soriano, was
the political front for the armed movement. As evidence of Martinez Sorianos's involvement, they
point to the fact that several of the doctor's political enemies were assassinated by PROCUP. The
circumstances surrounding the murder of the two guards at the La Jornada, like most of PROCUP's
activities, have remained mysterious. For several months, several members of PROCUP had been
leaving copies of their newsletter at La Jornada's offices which had been piling up, unclaimed. When
PROCUP members dropped off their newsletter on April 2, two unarmed guards chased them into
the street. The guards were killed. The response of the Mexican Judicial Police was to round up
166 known leftists and detain them for questioning. Among those detained were members of the
Communist Party, former guerrillas and social activists. Sixteen of the detainees were charged with
crimes ranging from robbery to qualified homicide. But the Federal Prosecutor's office admitted
that none was involved with the murder of the Jornada guards. For the Mexican left, the timing of
the crackdown seemed more than coincidental. Since the Dec. 3 elections in the states of Michoacan
and Guerrero, members of the leftist Party of the Democratic Revolution (PDR) had been occupying
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town halls to protest what they claim were fraudulent victories by the ruling PRI. On March 6, the
government used the army to violently dislodge the protesters in Guerrero. When several people
were killed in the takeovers, government officials claimed that the protesters were armed. And
when a large shipment of sophisticated arms was discovered on the docks of Veracruz headed
for Guerrero, the government raised the specter of a general uprising. On April 5 it carried out a
less violent removal of protesters in Michoacan. In mid-June the police got their first break in the
Jornada murders when they stopped David Cabanas for driving a car without license plates and
found literature linking him to PROCUP. Police records indicate that Cabanas was detained June 14,
together with three other passengers, and that all four fired on arresting officers. But in an affidavit
smuggled out of prison, Cabanas said he was detained on June 12, that there was only one other
passenger (who escaped) and that he didn't fire at the police. Cabanas said he suffered intensive
torture before giving the police the address of a PROCUP safe house where three other group
members were arrested. Cabanas (the brother of a Mexican guerrilla fighter killed in the 1970s) and
the three people arrested at the PROCUP house all acknowledged being members of PROCUP,
but deny any role in the killing of the two Jornada guards. PROCUP originally emerged in 1972
at a time when government repression was producing widespread discontent and the emergence
of a number of armed movements. PROCUP staked out the extreme leftist position. Over the last
decade, almost all of their assassination victims were leftist accused of being traitors to the cause.
"They were always on the margin of the movement," explains Gustavo Hirales, a former Communist
Party guerrilla and now an author and political analyst. "Their strategy was to leave bombs in public
places. We always felt they did more harm than good." "Some people have suggested that PROCUP
is a government conspiracy designed to discredit the radical left," continues Hirales. "I don't buy
it. My theory is that while the government wiped out all the other guerrilla groups in the 70s, they
let PROCUP survive because they were only killing leftists." According to Hirales, PROCUP has
been something of an albatross for the Salinas administration. If they play down the threat of the
guerrillas, they have less of a justification for their heavy handed police actions. But if they play up
the threat, they risk making Mexico look politically unstable. "The notion of a dangerous guerrilla
group within Mexico could undermine the efforts of the Salinas government to president the image
of a peaceful society," noted Hirales.
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